GROUP BONDING
Tuesday, April 7:

Given that much of the time today was spent
performing rather dubious activities, one may libera
surprised that anybody got any work done whatsoever
on Tuesday. However, despite all evidence to the
contrary, all of the crews today got a great deal
accomplished. Most were installing or finishing
drywall, which is the material that is actually ipiid
over in the finished house. This work involved
cutting, fitting, and screwing in different sectsoof
drywall material, as well as “spackling” over the
drywall joints, cracks, and screws; although it was
difficult and laborious work, all the crews repattinat
they had a great time. In addition to drywall
installation, some crews poured concrete footings f
the foundation of a new home.

This author’s group also took responsibility
for the sanitation of its homeowner’s pets, which
included two dogs, a cow hamed Muneco, several
chickens, a duck, and two turkeys. In the exeautio
these responsibilities, we deemed it necessarnyends
45 minutes giving each dog a thourough wash, which
was not at all a waste of time in the least.
Unfortunately, we were unable to give the cow atwas
as well, which was our original objective. Itsusdl
to cooperate spawned what we now refer to as the
“cow dance,” which is an imitation (actually, clote
a travesty) of the cow’s shaking and moving aroinnd
an attempt to prevent us from washing it.

However, all the YOAM members described
partaking in rather interesting antics whilst atkvo
One group, which went on to put in “a good ten or
fifteen minutes” before knocking off for the day,
described hosting a gum chewing contest, in wheh t

objective was simply to fill one’s mouth with as ohu
gum as possible. The winner, Austin Carroll of
Marriotts Ridge High School, at one point held 27
pieces of gum within his mouth. He, “was worried
there for a minute, but [he] got a lead and fingshe
strong with his associate, Chelsea [Croft, of Halvar
High School].” Soon after, she puked.

On a more serious note, many crews were
given opportunities to spend time with their
homeowners and even eat lunch with them. Their
experiences and stories clearly demonstratedhbat t
problems caused by Katrina are still alive to thay.
There was unanimous gratitude for the work done by
YOAM and all of the other volunteer crews that have
come since the disaster, and the homeowners made it
clear that, just by our presence here, we are rgakin
difference in their lives.

Although all the members of the mission spent
a great deal of time valiantly slaving away atithei
work sites, the trip serves as an environment where
relationships with old and new friends are
strengthened. One person said:

“Slidell provides an ample opportunity for youthdan
adults to bond and create relationships for atifet’

To end each night we close the day with the
Thanksgiving circle. This is a time where we can
share with each other what we are thankful for. A
unanimous response is a genuine love for the crews
that we have been placed in. God has brought us al
here from different places and situations to come
together with a common goal- to do the work and be
the hands of Jesus. This all would not be possible
without the love, support, and encouragement fitwen t
people reading these newsletters back home and
around the United States. We want to say THANK
YOU for allowing us to have the experience of a
lifetime.



